DRAFT
NGO statement – green economy
We endorse governmental initiative to support green economy in the UNECE region. We totally agree that we have to applying effective mixes of policy instruments to promote resource efficiency and life cycle approach, build markets for sustainable products and services, create green jobs, promoting green investment, transfer environmentally sound technologies in various economic sectors and supporting research, innovations, education and training to secure the achievement of a green economy.
However we believe this will not automatically:

· lead to a fair distribution of resources, which is the base for an economic security and prosperity of all people in the world; 
· ensure living within the carrying capacity of the Earth;
· change public values and norms and;
· eradicate poverty. 

Green economy is not only about green jobs, investment and production. Green economy should also be about fair distribution of resources and sufficiency, taking into account social and biophysical limits to economic growth.

In a world where the natural resources are becoming scarcer and scarcer, you cannot accept anymore that countries, or even individuals are taking a huge part of the cake and do not leave resources for the development and livelihood for other countries/people and future generations. It is still a fact that the lifestyle of the people in industrialised countries and the elites in the developing and countries in transition are based on the overuse of resources. For a green and fair economy we have to face this reality and try to change it by changing people’s value sistems, economic and institutional struktures and infastructure.
If we want to link environmental degradation and a fair management of resources we cannot deny that the Global North has to reduce natural resource use in absolute amounts, not only in relative terms. Scale effect should be integral part of the Green economy, for example, electric cars and biofuels, if used by all the people, will create many new problems of pollution and resource depletion without solving global environmental problems. 

So only focussing on technological solutions and eco-efficiency will not be enough, we have to work on sufficiency as well. To ensure the green economy there is a need for social change – from consumer society to creative society. This would mean also looking at consumption or demand side of economy and addressing lifestyles, values, tackling drivers for unsustainable consumption patterns, phasing out unsustainable economic activities and ensuring fair distribution of resources. These activities should be supported by integrating sufficiency concept into educational system, awareness raising and educational activities regarding green economy.
We need measurable targets for green economy and indicators going beyond environmentally adjusted GDP and including social and environmental aspects linked to green economy. Development of Millennium consumption goals should be agreed in RIO+20 to identify, agree and work on reaching these goals, which should set up clear targets for socially inclusive and fair life within global ecological limits. There is a need for monitoring and assessment system to feed in data to all the stakeholders for decision-making on issues of green economy.

