Water and Green Economy

European ECO-Forum statement (draft)
Water is one of the most valuable global finite resources, essential to life and health. Water and water ecosystems are critical assets constitute the foundations of any economy. Water is a fundamental environmental capital to be used far more to enable transition to green economy. 
Availability of water resources is preconditions of sustainability. In global context European region is water reach region but still there are number of countries in Southern and Eastern Europe, Central Asia where water scarcity affects people and environment. The man made depletion and pollution of water resources and degradation of water ecosystems as well as floods and droughts are barriers for sustainable development and pose increasingly serious problems in the region. Beside the natural scarcity the economic water scarcity caused by mismanagement of resource management should limit access to water even if it is available locally to meet human needs. It is defined that water resources are abundant relative to water use when less than 25% of water from rivers withdrawn for human purposes. In EECCA region the water exploitation index for some river basins and for some countries is higher then this limit. 
To transfer towards green economy the balance between water resource available and human and nature water demands is needed. Unfortunately the existed official statistics and data are not suitable for measuring and assessing the effectiveness of policy mix. Transparency, reliability, actuality of information on surface and underground water resources’ quantity and quality, water resource and ecosystems status characteristics, water efficiency use indicators for every economic sectors are needed as a basis for development of the adequate policy instruments and planning of effective performance. The methodology and practice of ecosystem services evaluation should to be incorporated into the economical instruments for greening production and consumption.
Sustainable use of water is the first what is associated with the greening economy. It is generally found that given proper incentives, industry can cut its water demand by 40 to 90%, even with existing techniques and practices. Water is mainly wasted directly or indirectly by using as solvent in technological processes, and for wastewater production and treatment. Hundreds thousands liters of drinking water wasting for flushing the toilet in the same time millions of people in rural areas and small towns have no safe water for drinking. Old infrastructures and conventional technologies contribute a lot into water loses and low water efficiency of water supply. Fair, feasible and enforceable Water conservation policies need to be developed and implemented. Clear measurable goals for water use, protection and conservation have to be set at national and regional levels.
The basis for sustainable water use is Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM). It promotes cross-sectoral cooperation, the coordinated management and development of water (both surface water and groundwater), land and other related resources, so as to maximize the resulting social and economic benefits in an equitable manner, without compromising ecosystem sustainability. IWRM provides the solid basis for evaluation of the existed water demands and prioritization of the needs for strategic planning of sustainable water use. 
Western European countries have substantial experience and best practices on implementation of  Water convention, Water Framework Directive and the IWRM. In the ECCAA countries IWRM is still a challenge. Significant role on promotion of IWRM and participatory approach in water governance in the EEC and EECCA regions is plaid by GWP and NGOs. Lack of political will, skills and capacities to implement the IWRM is resulted in decreasing access to safe water for people, food and economy; increasing of water shortage and pollution, degradation of the ecosystems, acute competition for water between different consumers.  
EU Water Initiative – EECCA Component proved having a big potential to help EECCA countries to develop and implement IWRM. Supported by European Commission and with organizational and experts support of UN ECE and OECD, National policy dialogues (NPD) on IWRM and water sector reforming present a good example of shaping political will and building skills for IWRM development at the national level. NPDs have to become a common platform for developing the national water conservation policies.

Since 2008 the Protocol on water and health have been put into agenda of NPDs in EECCA countries. The Protocol stipulates that water availability is a prerequisite both for improved health and for sustainable development. Sustainable management of the hydrological cycle is essential for meeting human needs and protection of the environment. Investments in safe drinking water and

sanitation are a path to economic growth. For each $1 invested in water, the World Health Organization estimates returns of $3-$34,depending on the region and technology. This exsample make us aware that health is an economic category as well. The Protocol encourages the States in the European region to take all appropriate measures to provide the equitable access to safe water and sanitation. Public and private sectors “should contribute to the protection of the water environment and the conservation of water resources”. Unfortunately fast water sector reforms in EECCA countries are mainly focussed on improvement of water utilities financial status and resulted in tariffs increasing, what caused the affordability problems for consumer. Active promotion of private sector involvement into water sector now creates new barriers for provision of access to safe water for people in EECCA countries.
Work on Water for Green Economy has to be based on new knowledge and capacities of main actors and participation of public and water consumers. To raise consumer awareness and to involve broad public into water conservation actions the education on sustainable water use, water footprint as well as introduction of labelling for “water friendly” products are needed. States have to support education for sustainable water consumption and saving as a part of all curricula and support the NGOs working on this issue at local – national levels. There is clear need to use expertise and potential of NGOs to raise public awareness on water for sustainable development and empowering consumers to act for water conservation and protection of water ecosystems, entailing clear ecological benefit for individuals and whole society.
We insist that implementation of IWRM, effective water conservation policies are main priorities for water actions to transit to green economy. 
We urge EECCA governments to move forward IWRM, to harmonize of the national water legislation with EU Water Directives, to ratify and implement Protocol on Water and health and to make practical steps to shift for wise water governance for sustainable development of EECCA countries. 
Role of the producers, business are crucial for water conservation and introduction of water saving technologies in economy. However a role and potential contribution of the consumers into greening economy, particularly for water conservation is underestimated by policy makers. They have to recognize that without demand management and changing of intensive consumption patterns to solicitous management of waters will not be possible to achieve the water saving goals for greening economy.
