NGOs’ Forum Resolution 

Strengthening Capacities of Civil Society Organisations for National and Regional SAICM Implementation in the EECCA Region 
(September 19, 2011Astana, Kazakhstan)

We, NGO representatives from 10 countries of Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia – participants of the Forum “Strengthening Capacities of Civil Society Organisations for National and Regional SAICM Implementation in the EECCA Region”.
Whereas recognizing the importance of the 7th Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” for the promotion of international and interregional cooperation in the field of environment, chemical safety, sound use of natural resources,  and sustainable development of the UNECE region;
Whereas endorsing governmental initiative to support green economy in the UN ECE as a real opportunity to achieve sound production, use and fair distribution of natural resources, elimination of unsound economic activities, promoting safe technologies, and poverty eradication by creating new green jobs;
;
1. We believe that “Green Economy, i.e. economic model in line with the principles of sustainable development is directly linked to the provisions of the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM). This includes inter alia development of sustainable agriculture, environmentally sound waste management and minimization of waste; cleaner production, reduction and elimination of production and use of toxic chemicals.
2. We note that Ministerial Dubai Declaration adopted at the International Conference on Chemicals Management in 2006 emphasizes a direct link between sound chemicals management and sustainable development and poverty eradication
:

1. We note that the key principles of sustainable development and  “green economy”, namely: the notion of “no data - no market”, the right to know, the substitution principle, polluter pays principle, and the precautionary principle are an integral part to ensure sound chemicals management. By following these principles, countries assure effective public participation in decision-making on sustainable development, improve environmental situation; facilitate sustainable economic growth and ensure social wellbeing.
2. We emphasize that, the global environmental external costs caused by harm to human activity included an estimated cost of US$ 546 billion from SOx, NOx, PM, VOCs and mercury.  Mercury emissions alone accounted for US$ 22 billion (UNEP FI and PRI 2010)
 ; 

3. We note that for ensuring the “green economy” it is necessary to address the problems of the toxic legacy which was inherited by many countries as a result of environmentally unsound economic growth. The sooner the practice of unsustainable economic development is terminated, the lower costs will be required to eliminate the impact and the policy of the “Green Growth” will be implemented in a more effective way. 
4. We emphasize the importance of integrating chemical safety issues into development plans and programs for sustainable development. It is necessary to prioritize the issues of sound chemicals management into national sustainable development and poverty reduction strategies in order to gain access to relevant technical and financial assistance. 
5. We believe that governments should prioritize the issues of sound chemicals management in order to obtain assistance to development. Only in this case support to projects in the field of chemical safety will become predictable and long-term, and will become a part of key economic and development programs.
.

We insist that the Government of the EECCA region should
· take a more proactive approach to SAICM implementation, recognizing their special responsibility for environmental conservation and sustainable development in the region; 
· demonstrate political will and create a national-level multi-sectoral inter-ministerial coordinating body for SAICM implementation, including national focal points (coordinators) and representatives of other sectors, with the obligatory participation of the Ministries of Economy, Finance and Social Development, NGOs, businesses, and other partners;

· undertake prior to the international Summit Rio +20specific commitments regarding the SAICM implementation, set forth clear frameworks for stage-by-stage achievement of the objectives of this document, prepare and present their countries’ reports on SAICM implementation 
We call on all partners in SAICM 
· ensure maximum coordination and synergy of efforts on SAICMimplementation with other international and national processes, programs and plans  on environment and ecological management, sustainable development, poverty eradication, human rights, combat against corruption, governance improvement, financing for development, transition towards sustainable models of production and consumption, achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, and other activities;
· increase involvement of local authorities, local self-government bodies, private sector, NGOs, religious confessions and other major groups of population in the process of addressing problems on chemical safety in the region; 
· involve local expertise, including non-governmental organizations; 
· develop and adopt a system of indicators for the implementation of SAICM, taking into account the proposals of participants of the Forum, including:

· Indicators that demonstrate the political will of governments to address problems in this area; 
· Indicators of activities, that show progress in the implementation of the planned steps in this area; 
· Results Indicator to show how the implemented activities impact the environment and chemical safety. 
· focus on implementing practical measures, moving from words to deeds within the framework of full-cycle of policy planning, technology, implementation, and monitoring; 
· establish a dialogue and active cooperation between East and West for the effective implementation of SAICM. 
· develop and implement mechanisms of social partnership in the EECCA region; 
· develop international cooperation in addressing trans-boundary issues. 
In order to better involve business in the implementation of SAICM (it is necessary to)
· provide assistance to transition to advanced world standards and principles (ISO, etc.), and in the first turn to corporate social responsibility, the transition to cleaner production in the EECCA region;

· actively participate in the establishment of national and international mechanisms of interaction with business;

· introduce register of emissions and transfer of pollutants at enterprises;

· seek to reduce emissions into the environment, move from resource-intensive to environmentally oriented production; 
· greater apply principles of corporate social responsibility.
We urge donor partners provide financial support to the implementation of SAICM, the Stockholm, Rotterdam, and Basel conventions to request the governments to ensure public participation in all projects and programs focused on chemical safety in the region as a necessary condition for the provision of support to projects at the national level.
The Resolution was adopted at the Forum “Strengthening Capacities of Civil Society Organisations for National and Regional SAICM Implementation in the EECCA Region,” on September 19, 2011.
On the other hand all NGOs of the EECCA region announce their state of preparedness to: 
· promote and participate in the formation and improvement of environmental policies in the EECCA region, focused on ensuring chemical safety;

· facilitate integration of chemical safety issues in the national priority issues of countries in the field of environment and sustainable development;
· contribute to the development of interagency cooperation and coordination to ensure sound management of chemicals 
· actively participate in the implementation of specific environmental projects aimed at reducing negative consequences of unsustainable chemicals management;

· promote activities to reduce emissions into the environment;

· ensure public control over the movement of toxic substances throughout their lifecycle - from production to disposal and waste management;
· conduct public monitoring of SAICM and the three chemicals conventions implementation;
· promote the involvement of the general population in the implementation of SAICM through implementation of strategies and action plans of NGOs on the implementation of SAICM.
For further information please contact:
Entity “EcoProject Partnership”
Yu. Yablonskaya, Executive Director
E-mail: yy@ecoproject.by
Web-site: http://ecoproject.by/
Kazakhstan
Public Foundation «Centre for Development of Local Self-Government» 
L. Arkhipova, Executive Director
E-mail: arkhipova_liliya@mail.ru
Analytic Environmental Agency "Greenwomen" 

L. Astanina, Director
E-mail: lidia.astanina@gmail.com
Web-site: http://www.greenwomen.kz/
Kyrgyzstan 

Network for protection of the public ecological interests of the Kyrgyz Republic,
I. Konuykhova, coordinator

E-mail: greta69@list.ru
NGO "Independent Ecological Expertise"  

O.Pecheniuk, Chairman

L. Slivchenko, Executive Director 
E-mail: expertise@eco-expertise.org
Web-site: www.eco-expertise.org
Russia

O. Speranskaya, co-chair of the International POPs Elimination Network / Head of  Eco-Accord Program  on Chemical Safety 
E-mail: speransk2004@mail.ru
Web-site: www.ecoaccord.org; www.ipen.org
� Dubai Declaration, Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management, 2006


� This calculation was based in part on “data on the valuation of forest resources from the Valuation Database of the UN Environment Programme initiative on the Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity” (UNEP FI and PRI, 2010).
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